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Hartnell Film Series
Combating Stereotypes in Film
Hartnell College’s Sex Equity Ad­
visory Committee, bilingual communi­
ty radio station KUBO, Women For 
Women of Salinas and Hartnell’s 
Women’s Program will continue the 
film series started in May with two 
features scheduled for June and two 
more for July.
The series, designed to combat 
stereotyping of women and minorities 
in films, and to encourage women to 
participate in non-traditional fields 
such as the communications industry, 
began last month with the showing of 
Sylvia Morales’ film La Chicana.
All films will be shown at Hartnell 
College. A reception with the film­
maker or other special guest will follow 
each presentation, and all movies are 
free. Everyone is invited.
Upcoming films include a portrait of 
Malvina Reynolds called Love It Like 
A Fool; a look at women in Nicaragua 
called Women In Arms; Rosie the
Revolutionary processes have necessarily to liberate women. 
Any sort of process that doesn't liberate women, gradually 
perhaps, is no revolution. Women here have reached a 
certain point. They won't go back. They'll keep advancing, 
gaining ground. But always as women.
Dora Maria Tellez 
Guerilla Commander in Nicaragua
Riveter, the story of women workers 
during World War II; and a film based 
on the Tillie Olsen novel Tell Me A 
Riddle.
Scheduled for June 19 is the film 
Love It Like A Fool, a short look at 
Malvina Reynolds aging, dying, but 
with the courage to keep on living.
Director/producer Susan Wengraf will 
speak afterwards.
At a time when many people are set­
tling into middle age, Malvina 
Reynolds decided that she would like 
to be a musician. She began playing 
coffee houses, pretty much for the fun 
of it, and before long, was surprised to 
find herself with a small but en­
thusiastic following.
These followers, mostly other 
women delighted by her humor and the 
feminist message of her songs, made 
her something of a movement hero.
One of Reynolds’ songs is called 
“Love It Like A Fool,” a reflection of 
her philosophy of life, and this is the ti­
tle filmmaker Susan Wengraf has 
chosen for her study of the singer.
Everything that Reynolds does, 
whether she is composing songs in her 
living room, chopping wood, recording 
in the studio, or just cleaning 
vegetables in the kitchen seems in­
teresting, spirited and imbued with life. 
The fact that as an older woman she 
represents two minorities gets her fired 
up and comes out in her songs.
Malvina Reynolds has written 
countless folksongs — among them 
“Little Boxes,” “What Have They 
Done to the Rain” and “We Don’t
Scene from “Women in Arms,” one of the films to be screened this month.
Need the Men” — recording, perform­
ing and publishing them herself as well.
Incidental to her music but central to 
the film is the fact that she is 76 years 
old in the film.
She defies such classifications as 
“the elderly” and “senior citizens” — 
hateful categories, ostensibly respect­
ful but actually the opposite — and she 
defies them with a vengeance.
Reynolds knows that she has full 
membership in the human community 
whatever the proponents of forced 
retirement may think; in her songs and 
in the film she dares our youth- 
oriented culture to send her to the back 
of the bus.
She is very much involved with 
political causes and is shown singing at 
a number of anti-nuke rallies. Wengraf 
draws out the many facets of her sub­
ject’s personality and shows that the
songwriter’s best work flows from an 
integration of her humor, her politics 
and her self-awareness.
But Wengraf’s film is not an angry 
polemic against our society’s careless 
treatment of the aged. It is a loving 
portrayal of a talented woman talking 
with candor and insight of her life and 
career and performing her work with 
great enjoyment. The performances in 
the film are a delight.
This film is an important contribu­
tion to the film literature on women ar­
tists, and it reflects our dawning con­
sciousness that “old” means rich in ex­
perience and insight, not worn out and 
obsolete.
The series continues on June 26 with 
Women in Arms, produced and 
directed by Finnish filmmaker Victoria 
Schultz. This film examines the part 
(Continued on page 11)
History and Needs of Blacks, 
Chicanas Subject of Y Forum
Inside:
By Polly Parker
—Race is a relatively new concept in human 
history, but it derives from the age-old fact that, 
“When you want to take something from 
someone you make up a lot of stories to justify 
it. ”
—Many of the differences in direction and 
priorities between whites and people of color are 
the result of differing socialization processes due 
to exploitation of one group by another.
—Blacks and Mexicans come from rich and 
diverse cultural traditions which were destroyed 
in conquests and whose very existence has been 
denied, obscured, or distorted for centuries.
—If there is to be unity in women’s struggles 
against oppression, white women must be wiUing 
to find out about the history and concerns of 
Black and Chicana women — and to accept 
leadership from women of color on issues crucial 
to them.
These were among the observations in a 
fascinating forum on “The Special History and 
Needs of Black and Chicana Women,” sponsored 
by the YWCA Cultural Awareness Project on
Sunday, May 17, at MPC.
Panelists were Paris Williams, former 
director of Women Against Domestic Violence, 
currently a student of anthropology at Antioch; 
Danny Perkins, assistant director of the 
Extended Opportunities Program Service at 
MPC; Beatriz Lopez-Florez, station manager of 
the bilingual radio station KUBO in Salinas; and 
Anna Caberro, a lawyer with California Rural 
Legal Assistance.
Ripping-Off a Continent
Paris Williams opened the program with a 
historical view of racism. Race as a concept did 
not appear in the world until about 500 years ago, 
as justification of the African slave trade. 
Millions of people were seized from the continent 
of Africa and sold in many nations of Europe as 
well as in North and South America.
While generalizations have been made about 
Africa as if it had been one country with a 
homogeneous population, the truth is that it was 
home to hundreds of languages and cultures, 
some the oldest in human civilization. Among the 
results were:
(Continued on page 9)
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Networking — Our Reason For Existence
I am writing this, simply as one staff member 
of Demeter, to state a concern of mine which has 
a bearing on how well the paper can serve the 
community.
Demeter's effectiveness depends to a great 
extent on receiving material from organizations 
and individuals whose activities and interests we 
endeavor to cover.
There are only seven women on the staff, 
most of whom work full-time, and some of whom 
are attempting to juggle several jobs, and a 
school schedule, in addition to home and family 
responsibilities.
The writing, editing, typesetting, and paste­
up is done late at night, and on weekends, by 
these seven women who also try, as much as 
possible, to support and attend functions put on 
by groups in the women’s community.
This is not an attempt to depict Demeter staff 
members as some sort of noble heroines. They 
are volunteers who do what they do because they 
believe in the importance of there being a 
channel for communication among local women — 
and because, in spite of the demands on their 
time and energy, they truly enjoy the process.
Rather, this is intended to counter the impres­
sion some people have of Demeter as a big, well- 
staffed, well-financed organization, with the 
resources to gather and prepare large amounts of 
material for publication.
The professional appearance of the product may 
suggest such a condition, but the truth is that we are a 
shoe-string, often-harried, improvisational type of
operation, relying on a mixture of goodwill, ingenui­
ty and dedication for survival.
A major reason for the growth and success of 
Demeter has been the result of an open flow of 
communication, input, and support from the 
women in the community. Some of the finest 
articles and visions have come from women 
outside the core staff of Demeter and we are all 
stronger because of that exchange. The women 
who have sent in articles, photography, letters 
and poetry have kept Demeter going and we are 
very grateful.
We need that same kind of support and en­
thusiasm from the organizations in this area, 
however, for Demeter to be as effective as 
possible.
Prompting these comments was our most 
recent staff meeting when we gathered to turn in 
copy for this issue. More than 20 phone calls had 
been made the previous week to remind various 
groups of our deadline and to solicit news of their 
scheduled events for inclusion in the paper.
Alas, only four organizations had submitted 
items for the calendar, and there was no word at 
all pertaining to the events which we had planned 
to feature on page one! Ironically, their sponsors 
had expressed eagerness to have them publicized 
and would undoubtedly register bitter disap­
pointment if they were left out.
Such a situation poses a real dilemma. In the 
past we have personally tracked down elusive 
stories that didn’t arrive on time, and have even 
held up the printing schedule to accommodate
particularly piteous pleas. However, with the 
new format we no longer have that much 
flexibility in accepting late material.
What to do? Ignoring the events would be an 
easy answer, but we feel a real responsibility to 
our readers for providing good coverage of 
happenings in the women’s community.
Many women tell us that Demeter is their 
only source of information about events and 
subjects of interest to them. Sponsors of work­
shops, meetings, or other gatherings, report that 
when people in attendance are asked how they 
heard about it, Demeter tends to be the most 
frequently given response.
The only solution seems to be increased 
cooperation from organizations, and wider 
participation by readers.
So, if Demeter has value for you, please make 
sure that groups to which you belong include it in 
their mailings; when you hear of events that 
might appeal to Demeter readers, please let us 
know about them.
And when you go somewhere, meet someone, 
or think something that contributes to feminist 
insights or pertains to feminist issues, write an 
article yourself, or persuade a friend to do so.
The fuller the exchange among all of us, the 
more useful Demeter will be. To be of use, in the 
growth of the feminist community and in con­
necting and networking with each other, in many 
ways and on many levels, is our reason for 
existence.
—Polly Parker
notes from Demeter
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Mid-Summer Issue
On July 15, Demeter will publish 
a special mid-summer issue. 
Because the summer months are 
generally slow and many 
organizations and individuals are on 
vacation, we will be combining our 
July and August issues and coming 
out with a 16-page paper. Our 
deadline for this issue will be 
Monday, June 29, so please send in 
any information of events taking 
place in July AND August at that 
time.
Salinas-Monterey Women’s Evening
We would like to thank all the 
women responsible for making the 
first annual Salinas-Monterey 
Women’s Evening such a great 
success. It was a wonderful op­
portunity to see local women 
perform in a cozy, supportive 
setting. Special thanks go to Albert 
Stevens for donating use of the 
Main Street Cafe for the evening, 
and to Terri Pollari for coordinating 
the event and bringing us all 
together.
Contributing Articles
We are always looking for con­
tributions from the community in 
the form of articles, reviews, letters 
to the editor, photographs, graphics 
and poetry. Articles are subject to 
editing, but if any major changes 
are necessary, we will contact the 
author. Please send us a copy, not 
the original, and include your name 
and phone number.
Mural Project Meeting
On June 1, at 7:30 p.m., there will 
be a meeting at the Women’s 
Building, 229 17th Street, P.G., to 
decide the fate of the Woman’s
Mural Project proposed for the wall 
of the Cafe Balthazar. Anyone in­
terested in helping determine 
where the project goes from here is 
welcome to attend.
Demeter Resources Board Meeting
Demeter Resources will hold its 
board meeting Monday, June 22, at 
7:30 p.m. at our office, 229 17th St., 
P.G. Board meetings are open for 
community observation while the 
board takes care of business, and 
then the last half hour is reserved 
for open discussion. If you have 
anything you would like to have put 
on the evening’s agenda, please 
submit it in writing by June 15.
We Need Money!
Not only is Demeter not a “well- 
financed” organization, we are 
actually over $500 in debt. We are in 
the process of planning some fund­
raising activities for the summer, 
but in the meantime we are 
gratefully accepting donations. We 
now have our tax-exempt status 
with the IRS so all donations are tax 
deductible. Subscriptions bring in 
only a part of our operating ex­
penses, so if you can help us out, 
please send contributions of any 
amount to Demeter, 229 17th 
Street, Pacific Grove, CA 93950. 
THANK YOU!
Moving?
If you want to continue receiving 
Demeter after you move, you must 
notify us of your change of address. 
Since we mail using the third class rate, 
the post office will not forward your 
copy, even if you have requested them 
to do so. To avoid missing an issue, 
please keep us informed of your cur­
rent address.
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Two Views on 
April Editorial
Editor:
As a Black lesbian feminist I 
found myself wrestling with a 
double edge sword after reading 
and re-reading the editorial “The 
New Right: Paranoia or Realistic 
Fear?”
The lesbian feminist parts of 
myself rejoices in Demeter’s sheer 
existence. Thankful for the forum of 
feminist viewpoint, controversial or 
complacent.
However, it was the Black parts 
of my self that constantly got stuck 
in that editorial. Something felt 
oddly familiar, pushing buttons on 
an automatic warning system 
developed after years of being a 
revolutionary in a racist society.
In trying to prove a point about 
homophobia, what was the purpose 
of identifying the race of the 
“straight” women? When I first 
heard of the basketball game in­
cident, recounted by a woman in­
volved, it was presented as an in­
cident between lesbian women and 
straight women, as an example of 
homophobia, and its impact on those 
of us subjected to it.
Being a Black lesbian, I found 
myself in complete empathy with 
this woman, having been in that 
place myself. There was no mention 
of the race of the straight women, as 
that apparently was not a 
significant issue to the woman who 
related the incident.
I agree with a lot of what was said 
in that editorial. And I am still 
optimistic that we have a handle on 
the various “isms,” Moral Majority 
or not. But I am also very aware 
that most “isms” can reinfect us by 
taking for granted our immunity to 
them. An arrogance that accounts 
for a lot of back stepping.
I suggest to the editors of 
Demeter that those of us working 
for an egalitarian world falter when 
we employ, consciously or un­
consciously, those same devisive 
tactics we claim are irresponsible in 
others.
“We need every sister we can 
find . . .”
Cynthia Carey Grant 
Monterey
Editor:
I am writing to express outrage at 
the editorial in April’s Demeter.
This editorial points out the 
connection between anti­
homosexual attitudes and the Moral 
Majority’s use of God to justify 
them. It quotes several extremist 
statements of homophobia 
(describing them as “incredible and 
irresponsible”) and links them with 
increased violence against 
homosexuals locally.
Then, a few paragraphs later, it 
refers to insults, which invoke God 
and hell, “hurled” at lesbians by 
“black women” after a basketball 
game in an episode on the Monterey 
Peninsula which “came dangerously 
close to a rumble.”
I feel that treating these remarks, 
attributed to the three black 
members on a local team (with no 
attempt at understanding the world 
in which they have lived or how its 
pressures may have shaped their 
consciousness), as comparable to, or 
the equivalent of, the Moral 
Majority’s racism, sensationalism — 
and an example of that kind of 
statement the editorial deplores.
The race of the women involved in 
the incident has nothing to do with 
the point about homophobia which 
the editorial is supposedly making.
It is the tragic fact that even 
women, who could and be sup­
porting each other, can be divided 
by homophobic tensions which is at 
issue here. Bringing up their race is 
not only unnecessary, but serves to 
perpetuate racism, whether the 
writer intended to or not.
Someone whose knowledge of the 
situation was limited to what she 
read in the editorial could get the 
impression that Black women are 
out to get white people and dykes — 
and that all dykes are white! Such 
an impression has the effect of
separating us even more.
I am hurt by seeing this happen. I 
am hurt as a person who has had to 
deal with racism all of my life. I am 
hurt also as a person who cares very 
deeply about homophobia.
While I know that racism has 
been part of America for so long 
that it is invisible to many people 
(especially when it is their own), I 
am angry that an editor of Demeter, 
which represents the voice of 
feminism in the community, would 
write something in a way that 
damages our solidarity as women.
I could go on and talk about how 
many times I was ostracized and 
beat up because my skin is dark, but 
what good would that do? What 
would that accomplish?
To me, the answer is clear — 
create a solution that encompasses 
all.
Lambert van Buuren 
Pacific Grove
Editor’s Note:
Response to letters:
Thank you for your letters 
regarding the April editorial. It’s 
vital to have an open forum where 
we can explore such an important 
issue as racism.
The purpose of the editorial was 
twofold: to point out the growing 
strength of the “new morality” and, 
more importantly, to encourage us 
to unite along our natural alliances 
against this new right.
A common tactic of people in 
power is to keep the oppressed 
groups fighting each other, to drain 
and misdirect their energy so that 
they will not focus on the real 
problems, the real enemy.
By mentioning the race of the 
women invovled in the basketball 
incident, I was trying to prove this 
point, that once again people who 
were natural allies stood divided. 
However, because I wrote this point 
unclearly, I seem to have fallen into 
this very trap.
There has been a lot of work done 
on combatting racism, both per­
sonally and as an organization, since
the editorial, though it is just a 
beginning. I would like to thank all 
who continue to struggle against 
their conditioning and those who 
have helped me fight the enemies in 
my head.
I feel that I, Demeter, and 
hopefully the community are 
stronger because of it.
JT Mason
Things Reconsidered
Editor:
Nowhere in Janie Forrest’s 
vitriolic response to Karin Strasser- 
Kauffman and myself in last month’s 
Letters column did she once 
acknowledge having applauded the 
Tarnower killing on the grounds 
that it might cause men to think 
twice about dumping their mates in 
favor of younger women. It was that 
point which provoked Ms. Strasser- 
Kauffman’s and my respective 
reactions to the March “All Things 
Considered.”
To rationalize a woman’s murder 
of a jilting lover or spouse gives 
anti-feminists the right to 
rationalize a man’s committing the 
same type of crime. I wonder how 
Ms. Forrest would react to a male 
columnist who expressed the hope 
that a husband’s killing his 
estranged wife would discourage 
women from leaving their 
husbands?
was a complicated issue — one to 
which I’d given a great deal of 
thought during the course of the 
trial. Far from my opinions having 
been “pre-conceived . . . prior to 
and regardless of (Forrest’s( par­
ticular article,” it was precisely that 
article which crystallized my views 
on the case.
As for that “enormous number of 
people” who embraced Jean Harris 
as a martyr, I wish they’d saved 
their money and energy for truly 
victimized women like battered wife 
Joyce De Villey — women driven to 
murder by physical fear and paid, 
not by the green-eyed monster.
Penny Ellsworth 
Salinas
(Continued on page 11)
Tarot: A Tool for Clarification
By Suzanne Judith
The Tarot is a set of evolutionary 
teachings in the form of a deck of 
cards. Various writers have claimed 
to know its origins, but all that can 
be said unquestionably is that the 
Tarot seems to have been with us 
since time immemorial.
There are many Tarot decks and 
Tarot books on the market. By 
examing both old style and modern 
decks, we see that every succeeding 
Tarot artist and writer has 
“customized” the cards in her-his 
own way. We see differences in the 
style of drawing, the colors, the 
gender of some of the figures, the 
terms used for some of the titles, 
the kind of interpretation, etc.
The two most popular decks 
appeared early in the 20th Century, 
and came from England. The Rider 
Pack, usually referred to as the 
Waite Deck, is in widest use. 
Actually, it was designed and drawn 
by Pamela Colman Smith under the 
direction of Arthur Edward Waite, 
an occult writer.
The Thoth Tarot Cards, com­
monly called the Crowley Deck, is 
also very well accepted by Tarot
devotees. It was created by Lady 
Frieda Harris, artist executant, and 
designed by Aleister Crowley, 
another occult writer.
I think it is important to note that 
the imagery depicting the universal 
symbols in both of these beautiful 
Tarot decks was directly channeled 
by women.
There are now at least two 
feminist Tarot decks which can be 
ordered through- the mail. And 
there are at least two more in the 
works.
The best way to pick a deck for 
yourself is to look at several, and 
then choose the one toward which 
you feel an overwhelmingly positive 
response. Allow the timing and pace 
of your choice to be intuitive.
The idea of consulting the Tarot is 
scary for some of us because of its 
reputation as a ruthless predicter of 
our future fates. Some regard it 
with the scorn reserved for fortune 
telling hoaxes.
But the Tarot deck can be used as 
a tool for personal clarification and 
choice. The symbols pictured on the 
cards evoke images and messages 
which can be channeled into positive
dynamic self-transformation, 
enabling us to make moves that 
change our lives for the better, 
while enhancing our understanding 
of the circumstances surrounding 
us. Consulting the Tarot activates 
the tremendous potential for self- 
actualization contained in the cards.
There are many books of Tarot 
commentary and interpretation on
the market. They range from ab- 
truse-esoteric to popularistic-sen- 
sational. And there are kernals of 
wisdom in each. It is best to use 
these books as guides, not as gospel. 
The same holds true for Tarot 
classes and workshops. It is up to 
each of us to decide how best to 
make use of the Tarot.
Editor’s Note: On Sunday, June 
28, from 1-6 p.m., Suzanne Judith 
mill present a Tarot Orientation 
Workshop for Women. She has 
studied the Tarot for the past nine 
years, and has been teaching Tarot 
to women for the past three years.
The workshop will be based on 
the Waite Deck. The cards will be 
explored from a feminist per­
spective. Subjects to be covered 
include: care and storage of the 
deck, creating the right atmosphere 
for a reading, channeling positive 
and negative impressions, reversed 
cards, new and traditional in­
terpretations of the pictures, 
symbols, numbers and colors.
The orientation will combine 
lecture, question and answer 
session, guided meditation, and a 
practice reading experience. The fee 
is sliding scale $5-10.
For more information, or to 
register, call 649-6065. Leave a 
message if you reach a recording 
device.
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Compiled from Hersay
Return of Sweatshops?
A little-publicized proposal by the 
Reagan Administration to deregulate 
industrial work in the home could spell 
the return of the sweatshop if critics of 
the plan are correct.
At stake are a series of federal 
regulations which ban home labor in 
seven garment industries, including 
women’s wear, knitwear, embroidery, 
gloves and jewelry-making. Under the 
Reagan proposal, these restrictions 
would be lifted. The administration 
reportedly claims that these restrictions 
are applied inconsistently and are 
therefore meaningless.
Critics, however, contend that end­
ing the bans would pave the way for a 
return of the sweatshop-type condi­
tions which prevailed in the garment 
industry at the turn of the century.
Industrial homework is illegal in 
California and several other states. An 
overwhelming number of those who 
now do such work illegally are Third 
World women.
More On The Mind Than
Latest Skirt Lengths
The White House has discovered 
that fashion magazine readers have 
more on their minds than just the latest 
skirt length.
Glamour magazine recently turned 
over to the White House the results of 
a poll it conducted, which shows the 
ERA as the number one priority of 
those questioned.
Thirty-one percent of the 6,000 
women answering the poll checked 
theERA as the issue most important to 
them. Another eight percent selected 
legal abortion from the list of 19 con­
cerns, although another two percent 
said that banning abortion was the 
most crucial issue.
‘The Workplace Hustle’
Most filmmakers aim to please, but 
two San Francisco producers are thrill­
ed that their latest work is upsetting 
people.
Co-producer Woodrow Clark says 
the film on sexual harassment — entitl­
ed “The Workplace Hustle” — was in­
tended to be “non-threatening,” but, 
at the same time, to make male viewers 
“somewhat uncomfortable.”
The movie apparently does just that. 
Clark says male viewers are especially 
upset by a scene shot in a men’s 
restroom, where three men — actually 
actors — make crude remarks about 
some secretaries. Co-producer A1 Brito 
says male viewers “feel their cover is 
blown” by the scene.
The film, which portrays sexual 
harassment as a form of power­
tripping on the part of the employer, is 
already a big seller in corporate circles. 
Claims Brito, “Once you’ve seen it, 
you can’t behave the same way.”
Mother Theresa in Japan
Mother Theresa recently celebrated 
her 50th anniversary as a nun by open­
ing a home for unwed mothers in 
Tokyo, Japan.
The Catholic nun, whose work with 
the dying in Calcutta, India, won her 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979, now 
says her order will work to reduce the 
“terrible number of abortions” in 
Japan.
Demise of Commissions
on the Status of Women
Could the 1980s see the demise of 
Commissions on the Status of 
Women?
California’s Santa Clara County,
one of the only counties in the nation 
to be governed by a majority of female 
county supervisors, has been asked to 
shut down its Commission on the 
Status of Women.
The Board of Supervisors received 
the request from the county’s ex­
ecutive, who has included axing the 
commission among other cost-cutting 
measures aimed at trimming the county 
budget by $40 million.
The board of supervisors, on which 
women outnumber men by three-to- 
two, has not made a decision on the 
matter.
The county action comes on the 
heels of a move in California’s state 
Senate to eliminate funds for the 
statewide Commission on the Status of 
Women.
Legal Update:
—The United States Senate voted 52 
to 43 last month to remove incest and 
rape as justification for abortions 
under the federal Medicaid program. 
That means that a low-income woman 
will qualify for federal funds to end a 
pregnancy only if her life is threatened 
by being pregnant.
—Brazilian federal police ordered 
the cancellation of Joan Baez’ concert 
recently and banned further ap­
pearances by the singer and human 
rights activist. Baez was also forbidden 
to sing in Argentina and Chile, after 
she was invited to perform by human 
rights groups in those countries.
—Italian voters overwhelmingly re­
jected a church-backed effort to scrap 
the country’s liberal abortion law.
—Three women academicians are 
suing the University of California, 
alleging that the nine-campus system 
discriminates against women pro­
fessors through its hiring and promo­
tion practices. The UC system is the
largest system of educational institu­
tions in the country.
—The US government is reportedly 
questioning the need for mandatory 
warning labels on tampon boxes, now 
that the number of cases of toxic shock 
syndrome has apparently declined. The 
Food and Drug Administration is ask­
ing for public and industry comments 
on whether or not such warning labels 
are necessary.
—Four pregnant employees at Bell 
Telephone of Canada have won the 
right to refuse to work on VDT ter­
minals without loss of pay. The women 
contended that the equipment might 
emit radiation which could cause birth 
defects.
Planned Parenthood Faces
Cutoff of Federal Funds
The director of personnel for the 
Reagan Administration says he is con­
sidering dropping Planned Parenthood 
Federation as one of the agencies 
benefitting from the annual charity 
drive among federal workers.
Donald Devine, director of the Of­
fice of Personnel Management, 
formerly known as the Civil Service 
Commission, says he is personally op­
posed to abortion, as is President 
Reagan. As a result, Devine says, he is 
seeking legal advice on whether he 
could or should permit his personal 
view on abortion to color his decision 
as to which charities will receive money 
from the annual drive.
Affiliates of the Planned Parent­
hood Federation perform an estimated 
70,000 abortions each year. Devine has 
sole authority to make the decision on 
whether Planned Parenthood will con­
tinue to get the funds.
Planned Parenthood last year receiv­
ed over $800,000 in government 
workers’ charity contributions.
Stop U.S. 
Intervention 
In El Salvador
Over $100 million in U.S. 
assistance was received by the El 
Salvadoran junta last year, $98.3 
million is proposed for this year. 
The civilian death toll has nearly 
doubled since the November 
estimate by the OAS Human Rights 
Commission, from 8,000 to 15,000 by 
popular count.
A number of local groups are 
coming together to organize around
the protest of U.S. intervention in 
El Salvador. Rallies have been 
organized by the Salinas based 
Latin American Solidarity Com­
mittee with speakers provided by 
Casa El Salvador in San Francisco.
The MPC Adhoc Central 
American Solidarity Committee 
sponsored a series of films last 
month as benefits for Casa El 
Salvador, the American Friends
Service Committee Central 
American Health Fund, and local 
educational activities.
A lot of personal and group 
organizing is going on in this area 
right now and women are taking a 
very active role in that organizing. 
Interested people can contact Leila 
Mansur at 375-8769 or Craig at 375- 
1704.
Batik: Ancient 
Fabric Design Art
An exhibit of Batik wall hangings 
by Mildred Thompson of Oakland 
will be on display at the Open Book 
bookstore in Pacific Grove through 
June 14.
The artist studied Batik in New 
York City where she had two major 
exhibitions. Since moving to 
California a year and a half ago, she 
has taught several workshops in the 
San Francisco Bay area.
Her goal is to introduce people to 
“this ancient art of fabric design 
with its infinite possibilities for 
combining colors and composition 
into beautiful forms.”
The Open Book is a woman owned 
business located in the Forest Hill 
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Shopping Center on top of Forest 
Hill in Pacific Grove. It is open 
seven days a week, and weekday 
evenings until 8 p.m.
Pro-Choice Coalition Forms
A local coalition of groups and 
individuals is being formed to take 
action and mobilize public opinion on 
the threats to privacy and 
reproductive rights posed by the so- 
called Human Life proposals.
Members of the American Civil 
Liberties Union and Planned 
Parenthood are taking the lead in 
the coalition’s creation, with 
cooperation pledged from other 
organizations, churches, 
professional groups, and private 
citizens.
Among the concerns of coalition 
members is the fact that “Human 
Life” legislation now under con­
sideration would require that every 
pregnancy must be completed — 
even if it was due to rape or incest; 
even if the prospective mother is 
little more than a child herself; even 
if it might result in a serious birth 
defect or endanger the life of the 
mother.
Furthermore, to enforce the 
absolute “right to life” of the fetús, 
the government would be em­
powered to invoke the severest 
measures of criminal law, including 
murder statutes against a woman 
who terminated her pregnancy.
Anyone who assisted her, or who 
had “guilty knowledge,” would be 
an accessory to the crime: doctor, 
husband, friend, confidant, coun­
selor, minister, employer, co­
worker. Thus, these measures could 
affect almost everyone in the 
country whether of child-bearing 
potential or not.
Rosemary Matson and Dorothy 
Taugher are serving as co-chairs of 
the coalition with Jan Criley as 
recording secretary. Printed 
material will be forthcoming soon 
about the structure and mem­
bership of the coalition, and how 
individuals or groups who wish to 
assist in the effort may participate.
local & national news briefs
poetry
Love flying
Crashes on a distant shore
Wave tangled wings
How can they find the wind
Eyes painted dry by pain
How can the sea be
Tears on them
Sky mind, sand body
The tide takes away
Love floating
Only floats away.
—Margo Cruse
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By
Tey Roberts
NEPENTHE’S BEACH
1.
We are all things female 
in this place of the Pacific Mother: 
the shadow of my breast, 
a nippled circle on the sand; 
the twisted driftwood figurehead 
posed on the crag;
the breakers curled like 
long green birth canals; 
and even the pointed rocks, 
wine-red in the sun, 
accept the beating surf 
and the clinging moss 
and the seagull shit 
as patiently as any woman.
2.
After the white rush of surf 
hits the cold rocks 
then steam rises 
dancing in the sun.
When I lie on you
emptied and wet
our bodies steam this way.
3.
In the crack in the cliff 
where the creek runs down 
toward the sand,
I find a flat rock
and sit like a lotus
in the sun.
The stream chortles down
in one of my ears,
the surf beats forever
in the other.
This is everything you want,
laughs the fresh water creek.
This is everything you need,
sighs the salt water sea.
 4.
A line of twenty gulls
drops perfectly
out of my vision.
5.
From this crescent in the cliff
the ocean is cupped
like an azure e lixir
in a chalice made of wild sage.
Two women and a red dog
leap and squeal
below me in the waves:
Hurray! hurray!for the foam of the sea 
that swallows us 
and sets us free!
—Emily Kahn
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A variety of workshops will be 
presented. For more information, 
contact the Monterey Peninsula 
Rape Crisis Center, 373-3955.
Martha Reeves and the Van- 
dellas, a dynamite rhythm and blues 
group, will be at Ollie’s of Oakland, 
Radclyffe Hall. Shows at 7 p.m. and 
11 p.m. Tickets $6 in advance and $7 
at the door. For more information 
call (415) 653-6017 or (415) 653-6048.
8 monday
San Francisco Gay Film Festival 
presents, Witches and Faggots, 
Dykes and Poofters, a film depicting 
social oppression of homosexuality 
from the witch hunts of the Middle 
Ages to the gay Mardi Gras in 
Sydney, Australia on June 24, 1978. 
The film will be shown at 7 and 9 
p.m. Admission is $3. For more 
information contact Ollie’s at (415) 
653-6017.
2 Tuesday
Talent Auditions for Bay Area 
Entertainers Talent Contest. For 
more information call (415) 586- 
4585.
3 Wednesday
San Francisco Gay Film Festival 
presents: Jan Oxenburg’s A 
Comedy in Six Unnatural Acts, a 
dramatic comedy satire on the 
stereotyped images of lesbians. 
Each scene is also a takeoff on a 
different genre of Hollywood film, 
the source of many lesbian 
stereotypes. Also shown will be 
Home Movies, an autobiographical 
film that uses actual home movies 
combined with contemporary 
documentary and dramatic footage 
to tell the story of how one woman 
came to recognize her love for 
another woman. I'm Not One Of ’Em 
presents the reality of lesbian denial 
in tragi-comic style, as a woman 
relates her unique experiences with 
lesbianism.
The films will be shown at 7 and 9 
p.m. at Ollie’s Radclyffe Hall in 
Oakland. Admission $3. Dinner, 
snacks and drinks available. For 
more information, call (415) 653- 
6017 or (415) 653-6048.
Planned Parenthood of Monterey 
County announces a new volunteer 
training to be held twice a week for 
the first three weeks in June. No 
previous experience is necessary, 
only interest in contributing time.
The training provides a thorough 
background preparing the volunteer 
to serve as a receptionist or medical 
assistant. Clerical positions are also 
available.
Training will take place at the 
agency headquarters, 5 Via Joaquin, 
Monterey.
Planned Parenthood is the local 
affiliate of the country’s largest 
private, non-profit family planning 
organizaron. They provide low-cost, 
quality reproductive health care to 
residents of Monterey.
For more information call 373- 
1691.
11 Thursday
My Sister’s House, KAZU, 12-3 
p.m.
Young Mothers Group for 
teenage mothers offers instruction 
on baby care and parenting skills. 
This is an ongoing group, led each 
Thursday from 1:30-2:30, by Becky 
Sizemore, at the Family Resource 
Center, 500 Hilby Avenue, Seaside. 
Childcare is provided. For more 
information call 394-4622.
Library evening at the Y.W.C.A., 
5-7 p.m.
6 Saturday
The Monterey Peninsula 
Childbirth Education League will 
hold its annual garage sale from 10-2 
p.m. at 427 Del Rosa in Monterey.
For more information call 372- 
4987 or 484-1266.
Garage sale for the Y.W.C.A. ,276 
El Dorado Street, Monterey, from 
8:30 to 3:30.
Second Annual Rape Crisis 
Center Coalition Conference con­
tinues at The Monterey Hilton Inn. 
See June 5.
Martha Reeves and the Vandellas 
at Ollie’s in Oakland. See June 5.
12 friday
Lesbian Rap group meets, 8 p.m. 
Call 372-1452 or 624-2133.
Judy Grahn will read from 
Another Mother Tongue: Stories 
from the Ancient Gay Tradition at 7 
p.m. at Ollie’s in Oakland. 
Admission $4.
18 thursday
My Sister’s House, KAZU, 12-3 
p.m.
Woody Simmons Dance Band 
featuring Jan Martinelli, Bonnie 
Johnson, and Monterey guitarist, 
Teri Anne. It will be an evening of 
wonderful, wild and crazy music. 
Show at 8:30 p.m. at Ollie’s. 
Admission $5.
Library evening at the Y.W.C.A. 
from 5-7 p.m.
The National Women’s Political 
Caucus of Monterey County is 
planning an ERA Rally-Dinner to be 
held Thursday, June 18, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Elks Lodge, Mar Vista Drive, 
Monterey.
Riane Eisler, author of The Equal 
Rights Handbook, will be the guest 
speaker and many politically active 
women and men will be present.
March, 1982 is the deadline for 
passage of the ERA. This may be 
the last chance to join together and 
organize to support candidates in 
the three necessary remaining 
states who will press for passage of 
the ERA.
Tickets are $10.75 per person. For 
further information call Susan 
Buser at 649-5895, evenings.
19 friday
Lesbian Rap Group meets, 8 p.m., 
offering an opportunity for women 
to get together and discuss topics of 
special interest, sometimes with a 
guest speaker. The Rap Group also 
organizes picnics, dances and other 
activities. Call 372-1452 or 624-2133.
4 Thursday
Women Veterans Rap Group 
Meeting, a chance for women 
veterans to come and express their 
own personal experiences in the 
military and to organize and set up a 
Women’s Veterans Network. At 
Ollie’s Gallery in Oakland, 7:30-9 
p.m. For more information call (415) 
653-60Í7.
Library Evening at YWCA, 5-7 
p.m.
14 Sunday
Women’s Music, KAZU, 12-3 p.m.
Jazz Brunch with Linda Tillery 
and Mary Watkins from 3-6 p.m. at 
Ollie’s in Oakland.
Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of 
Uncle Tom's Cabin, born 1812.
5 friday
Lesbian Rap Group meets 8 p.m., 
call 372-1452 or 624-2133.
The Second Annual Conference of 
the California State Coalition of 
Rape Crisis Centers will be hosted 
by the Monterey Peninsula Rape 
Crisis Center, June 5, 6, and 7, at 
the Hilton Inn in Monterey. Senator 
Leo McCarthy, who has been insru- 
mental in legislation concerning 
sexual assault, will be the guest 
speaker.
The primary goals of the coalition 
have been to establish com­
munication among rape crisis 
centers, to support legislation on a 
state wide level, and to ensure 
future funding sources.
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7 Sunday
Women’s Music, KAZU, 12-3 p.m.
Rape Crisis Coalition continues, 
see June 5.
Martha Reeves and the Vandellas 
at Ollie’s in Oakland. One show only 
at 7 p.m.
16 Tuesday
Word is Out, the film in which 
lesbians and gay men candidly share 
their personal lives, will be shown at 
7:30 p.m. at Ollie’s.
The Y.W.C.A. Cultural 
Awareness Project is sponsoring a 
special workshop entitled 
“Increasing Cultural Awareness and 
Unlearning Racism.” This workshop 
will be led by Ricky Sherover 
 Marcuse. Ms. Marcuse is a professor 
at San Francisco State, a 
philosopher who specializes in 
working with groups to create a 
 clearer understanding of the various 
 cultural experiences. She has been 
 successfully leading this kind of 
workshop state-wide and it is a
1 monday
Organizational meeting for 
“Women’s Movement” — Annual 
YWCA Run-Walk scheduled for 
August 8. Meeting at 321 Eardley, 
P.G. at 7 p.m.
There will be a W.A.L.L. 
(Woman’s Achievements; a 
Limitless Legacy) Project task force 
meeting to determine the fate of the 
Balthazar Mural at 7 p.m. at the 
Women’s Professional Building, 229 
17th Street, Pacific Grove. R.S.V.P.
Photographs by Ruth Bernhard will be on exhibit at the Photography West Gallery through July 30. 
The gallery is located at Dolores and Ocean in Carmel.
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20 Saturday
Margie Adam will be singing and 
playing in a benefit concert for the 
Center for Independent Living, at 9 
p.m. at Ollie’s in Oakland.
21 Sunday
Women’s Music, KAZU, 12-3 p.m.
23 tuesday
The Childbirth Education League 
is offering a one shot class to talk 
about choices in childbirth at 
Planned Parenthood, 5 Via Joaquin, 
Monterey, from 7-9 p.m. It will 
cover the providers and care set­
tings (including home birth), in 
Monterey County.
Topics for discussion will include: 
selecting a midwife or physician, 
hospitals and birthrooms, and 
adaptations involved in bearing a 
child in a changing world. There will 
be a short session on physical 
discipline for wholistic birth.
For further information call 
Margot Edwards at 375-1974.
Susan Friedman
Photographs by
LAWRIE BROWN
SUSAN FRIEDMAN
MARTHA PEARSON
May 15 to June 14, 1981
The Friends of Photography 
Sunset Center, San Carlos at Ninth 
Carmel, California
25 thursday
My Sister’s House, KAZU, 12-3 
p.m.
Library evening at Y.W.C.A., 5-7 
p.m.
Rose Cecil O’Neill, born 1874.
Empress Josephine born 1263.
unique and wonderful opportunity 
to have her expertise in Monterey.
This workshop will be held 
Saturday, June 20 from 1 to 5 p.m. 
in M.P.C. business building room 
107. It will be limited to 20 par­
ticipants and pre-registration is 
required. The fee is $5.
If you are interested in 
registering for the workshop, send 
your check to the Y.W.C.A. Cultural 
Awareness Project, 276 El Dorado 
Street, Monterey, or contact Judy 
Roth, 375-7851.
26 friday
Lesbian Rap Group meets 8 p.m. 
Call 372-1452 or 624-2133.
30 monday
Amelia Bloomer, suffragist, best 
remembered for the liberating pan­
taloons she publicized, born, 1818.
Masquerade Ball to Benefit YWCA
Talent Bank
In an effort to involve more women 
in the social, political and economic ac­
tivity of Monterey County, the 
Monterey County Commission on the 
Status of Women keeps a profile of 
women skilled and available for ap­
pointment to city and county commis­
sions.
The Commission is in the process of 
updating its Talent, Bank and is seeking 
women interested in serving on com­
missions, task forces and committees 
of the county. Any women interested 
should contact the Monterey County 
Commission on the Status of Women, 
P.O. Box 299, Salinas, CA 93902.
A women’s dance will take place 
July 4 as a benefit to raise money 
for the Y.W.C.A Cultural 
Awareness Project. The Cultural 
Awareness Project is a community 
supported project designed to 
deepen understanding of our 
cultural backgrounds and ex­
periences and to work towards 
breaking the barriers that separate 
people.
The theme of the Masquerade 
Ball will be “It Takes All Kinds.” 
The project is made up of women 
from all backgrounds working 
together towards independence. 
The evening will include game 
booths, entertainment, a fashion 
show of the most unusual costumes, 
and of course lots of dancing, laughs
and fun.
The money raised from this dance 
will be used to create a tape library 
of women’s events. Many valuable 
classes, forums, and workshops 
have been happening for women and 
recording these events and creating 
a lending library will benefit many 
women in Monterey and Salinas.
It will be held at the Japanese 
American Citizen’s League Hall on 
Adams Street in Monterey. Come in 
costume or as you are. Festivities 
begin at 8 p.m. Refreshments will be 
sold. Various women’s groups will 
create carnival games^reflecting the 
theme of Women’s Independence. 
Tickets are $3 at the door. For 
further information contact Judy 
Roth 375-7851 or Aly Kim 649-2524.
Lawrie Brown Martha Pearson
28 Sunday
Gay Day Celebration and Parade 
in San Francisco.
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A Look at Women in Hollywood
Paula Butterfield, YWCA Library 
Coordinator, reminds readers that the 
YWCA library is open every day, and 
Thursday evenings from 5 to 7 p.m. 
You don’t have to be a Y member to 
check out books — the library exists as 
a resource for women. Anyone with 
books to donate to the Y’s library 
should contact Ms. Butterfield at 
649-0834.
From Reverence To Rape: The 
Treatment of Women in The 
Movies, Molly Haskell. New York: 
Penguin Books, 1974.
THE WOMAN’S
BOOKSHELF
by Polly Parker
Two wonderful letters with 
nominations for The Woman's 
Bookshelf have arrived from 
readers. The first is from Nancy J. 
Sells of Monterey, a student at the 
Monterey Institute of International 
Studies.
As a relatively new reader of 
Demeter, I wish to submit my 
nomination to “The Woman’s 
Bookshelf.” If this work has already 
been submitted, I will not be sur­
prised. Yet, since it was published in 
1974, chance may have it that 
Revelations: Diaries of Women, 
edited by Mary Jane Moffat and 
Charlotte Painter, has not been as 
widely praised as it undoubtedly 
merits.
This book is a collection of ex­
cerpts from diaries of some 32 
women of different nationalities, 
different cultures and different 
periods of time. Yet all of these 
women have something in common: 
the suffering endured as a woman 
living in a male-dominated society.
From the outspoken French 
writer George Sand to the eloquent 
words of Anna Dostoevsky to an 
unknown Japanese woman, keenly 
sensitive feelings are revealed in a 
most intimate manner. Throughout 
history diaries have been a sort of 
“refuge’’ for many women who, 
lacking the opportunity to verbalize 
their feelings publicly, are com­
pelled to express on paper their 
reflections in a constantly changing 
world.
The book is so organized that 
various subjects of importance are 
discussed by the different writers, 
whether lay women or professional. 
The first topic is love, something 
that touches everyone at one time 
or another. The 12 accounts readily 
afford insight into our sisters’ 
frustrations, elations, disap­
pointments and satisfactions.
These feelings are also expressed 
in the next section which deals with 
work. This is a reality not at all 
unknown to women! We as women 
are currently plagued by much 
discrimination in this vital area of 
life.
The 10 writers who contribute to 
this section reveal their mutual 
hardships, as well as their in­
trepidness to continue fighting for 
that which is inherently theirs — 
the right to work on an equal scale 
with men.
The final and no less moving 
portion of Revelations is dedicated
By Paula Butterfield
The American movie industry has 
mirrored, and sometimes magnified, 
society in this century. In this book, 
Molly Haskell provides a timeline of 
images of women in film.
The first, silent films reflected 
Victorian attitudes about women. 
Actresses like Mary Pickford and 
Lillian Gish were idealized as 
spunky virgins, whose hyperac­
tivity was actually motivated by 
repressed sexuality.
The “emancipated woman” of the 
20’s was portrayed as either a 
flapper (a wild party girl who
to the subject of power. The denial 
of, and desire for, power was 
present in all of these women’s 
minds, whether they themselves 
were constantly conscious of this or 
not.
As a woman, I was deeply moved 
by the emotions that are spon­
taneously poured out in the ac­
counts by these women writers. 
Many of the references really hit 
home. The editors have assembled a 
marvelous piece of work that 
remains unprecedented in literary 
circles.
Nancy J. Sells
From new subscriber Margaret 
Cruikshank of San Francisco, who 
also happens to be the author of the 
recently published and highly ac­
claimed Lesbian Path, comes this 
recommendation.
I’d like to recommend for 
Woman’s Bookshelf a new book by 
Lillian Faderman called Surpassing 
the Love of Men: Romantic 
Friendship and Love Between 
Women from the Renaissance to the 
Present. (New York: William 
Morrow, 1981).
This is a work of literary and 
historical scholarship which is 
written entirely in plain English. It 
tells how the lives of lesbians were 
either ignored or distorted, through 
books by men about their fantasies 
of lesbians.
Since the book also shows the 
depth of woman hatred in European 
and American culture, all feminists, 
not only lesbian feminists, will find 
it enlightening.
Although the book begins with 
the 16th Century, most of it is about 
the 19th and 20th centuries, in­
cluding periods when relationships 
between women were accepted. 
Faderman traces the rise of anti­
lesbianism in the 20th Century.
In the newsletter Matrices for 
March 1981, Julia Penelope writes 
that Surpassing the Love of Men is 
“an astounding encyclopedia of 
information on love between women 
and the politics of Lesbianism, and it 
will be a basic resource itself for 
years to come.”
Peg Cruikshank
Many thanks to these women for 
suggesting additions to our 
hypothetical bookshelf. There's 
plenty of room on it for more titles, 
either new discoveries or old 
favorites.
always had a safely bourgeois family 
to return to) or a suffragette (an 
overbearing bore).
Fortunately, director Dorothy 
Arzner was around to create films 
like The Wild Party with Clara Bow 
going against stereotype by por­
traying a coed (synonymous with 
flapper) with integrity and loyalty 
to her woman friends.
During the early 30’s, women’s 
sexuality came to the fore. So much 
so, in fact, that the Hays Office, the 
first censors, came into being. Mae 
West was almost exclusively 
responsible for this: her image as a 
wisecracking, openly sensual 
woman was utterly unacceptable.
Humor was equated with in­
telligence, a trait American (male?) 
audiences found incompatible with 
sexuality.
As a result of the Film Production 
Code, women were again divided 
into the antiquated Victorian 
categories of virgin-madonna or 
whore. Sensual women must be 
Europeans (Garbo or Dietrich). 
Intelligent women (Katherine 
Hepburn or Rosalind Russell) must 
be hard-driving.
Despite the glut of films about 
teary-eyed war-wives and 
treacherous underworld “dames” 
that came out of the 40’s, the war 
years were pivotal for women in the 
movie industry. They earned 
positions of authority which they 
were unwilling to relinquish when 
their male coworkers came mar­
ching home.
By the 50’s, the spurious division 
between “good” and “bad” women 
had reached its pinnacle, producing 
conniving, bitchy, marriage-or-bust 
oriented teases epitomized by 
Debbie Reynolds.
We still suffer from this damaging 
stereotype: the woman who buys 
security, a husband, using her 
sexuality as currency.
Women’s images in film took a 
dive in the 60’s. We’re still climbing 
out of the hole dug by films por­
traying women as biker’s babes, 
passive rape victims or glacial, 
wide-eyed models (think of all those 
blondes in Hitchcock movies). 
Haskell reasonably suggests that
Marilyn Monroe
Norma Jean Baker was blond, beautiful, naive, self-mocking and vulnerable. 
Marilyn Monroe was blond, beautiful, sophisticated and the great American symbol 
of sexual fantasy. Norma Jean demonstrated her acting ability in the confident way 
she played the part of Marilyn Monroe — to vast material reward and self- 
destruction. Marilyn Monroe still glitters on the screen. Norma Jean was found dead 
of an overdose of sleeping pills at 36.
Mary Pickford
In 1901 she was Gladys Mary Smith, 8 
years old and a stage bit player earning 
less than a dollar a day. Seventeen 
years later she was movie star Mary 
Pickford, making $1 million a year. 
With her golden curls and wistful 
smile, she was America’s Sweetheart.
these negative images were the 
visual articulation of a backlash 
against the emerging liberated 
woman.
A return to romance during the 
early 70’s is interpreted op­
timistically as a reconciliation 
between the sexes.
In addition to the above, there is a 
whole chapter in Reverence to Rape 
about foreign films, a section about 
Black women in film, and an in­
teresting discussion of lesbian 
images in film.
Feminist film-buffs and social 
historians will certainly enjoy this 
book.
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Forum on Black and Chicana Women
(Continued from page 1)
—The “rip-off’ of the continent’s 
most valuable resource: vast 
numbers of its people; and thus, the 
total disruption of its life and in­
stitutions;
—The creation of an entirely 
different ethnic group in the U.S. 
where individuals of contrasting 
backgrounds were first “de- 
cultured” of their own heritages, 
and then “re-cultured” as Black 
Americans;
—The evolution of racism to 
rationalize the whole process.
This last involved creating a 
“mythology” of the captives as 
having no history of their own, 
nothing valuable to offer in the new 
land, as being childlike and thus 
needing to be controlled and taken 
of — a mythology used to justify 
colonalism, expansion, and im­
perialism, as well as slavery.
Socialization Process
The historical fact of slavery led 
to significant differences in the
Left to right: Beatriz Lopez-Flores, Anna Caberro, Danny Perkins, Paris Williams
socialization process of Blacks and 
whites, and from these differences 
has come a tendency to equate 
socialization with biology, and, in 
the case of women, to confuse 
gender with biology.
For example, whites seem to 
think that Blacks are all alike, that 
“any one can speak for all of us.” Ms. 
Williams noted that whites will 
often ask her how “you Blacks” feel 
about a particular issue, but “very 
seldom do white people want to take 
collective responsibility for the 
deeds of all whites.”
Although the right wing, with its 
view of Blacks as “biologically sub­
human,” is obviously racist, liberals’ 
guilt over the “debiliting influence” 
of racism and how “you people have 
been so wiped out,” creates an 
image, similar in effect, of a people 
incapable of effective thought and 
action.
A Contrast in Priorities
Differences in priorities between 
Blacks and whites also spring from 
differing histories and socialization 
processes. For example:
—The goal of many white women 
in the women’s movement has been 
to get out of the home and enter the 
job market, whereas Black women 
have labored for generations 
outside of the home in an effort to 
help their families survive;
—In regard to reproductive 
rights, white women tend to focus 
on the need for abortion and are for 
the most part “not ready to deal 
with the issue of forced 
sterilization,” an issue of great 
concern to Black women;
— On the subject of rape, “no 
white woman has ever gone to jail 
for defending herself against rape,”
in contrast to women of color, like 
Joanne Little and Inez Garcia, who 
have.
“Accepting the responsibility of 
dealing with such matters is the 
price of unity. White women need to 
be serious enough about unity to 
take this on.”
More Sophisticated Racism
Danny Perkins affirmed the 
validity of the preceding historical 
perspective, and stated that the 
oppressor-oppressee relationship 
still exists today.
“It has not changed at all. The 
American system perpetuates it. 
The concepts and tactics have 
simply become more sophisticated. 
Racism still threatens the survival 
of people of color and sexism 
threatens women’s “survival as 
gender.”
Affirmative action programs, 
intended to open doors for women 
and people of color in educational 
institutions and private industry, 
have primarily benefitted white
middle class women who have been 
able to learn “by osmosis” how to 
play the corporate games which 
bring acceptance and advancement.
Barriers encountered include the 
requirement for greater entrance 
capability with screening 
procedures used to keep people of 
color out, rather than to identify 
their talents and skills; limited 
channels of communication as 
manifested in the fact that many 
key decisions are not made at board 
meetings but in informal social 
contracts prior to the meeting; 
limited opportunity for upward 
mobility above entry-level or 
middle-management jobs; and the 
lack of organizational support.
Do I Want to Assimilate?
This situation raises a significant 
question for the Black person: “Do I 
want to assimilate into that world?”
The reality of the corporate 
structure, of social and political life, 
Ms. Perkins said, .is that “the more 
you assimilate the more your power, 
money, and privilege will increase.” 
This brings an added stress for 
minority people: they live in two 
worlds, having to “dress white, talk 
white,” on the job and then go home 
to another culture and set of values.
Discussion among the panel and 
audience members on this point 
brought out the fact that increased 
education and assimilation into the 
academic or business world often 
make it harder to maintain ties with 
one’s heritage.
They agreed that it was im­
portant to come together on issues, 
to “stress our commonalities,” to 
keep from being separated by 
differences in achievement or life 
style, and to recognize that “the
forces that keep us apart are the 
media and the working world,” not 
each other.
A Worsening Situation
The situation for minority people 
will become worse in the next few 
years, stated Ms. Perkins, with the 
new ruling on affirmative action 
that equal qualifications will no 
longer be sufficient grounds for 
proving employer discrimination; 
the cuts in CETA funding and the 
abolition of other programs.
A result will be greater unem­
ployment (and eventually higher 
crime rates) at a time when 
unemployment among Blacks is 
already at the level of the Great 
Depression. She noted that 
unemployment among Black youths 
in Seaside is one of the three highest 
in the state of California.
Another “sophisticated” tool of 
racism is the projected raising of 
educational standards for university 
admission since the effect will be to 
bar minority students who had to 
attend inadequate high schools.
This is not to say that less 
sophisticated approaches of racism 
have disappeared from American 
life, Ms. Perkins said, citing the rise 
of the Kian, the increase in the 
number of lynchings, and the failure 
to deal with crimes against Blacks, 
as evidenced by the fact that the 
murders in Atlanta have been going 
on for nearly two years.
Chicana: A Proud Term
Beatriz Lopez-Flores opened her 
talk with an injunction against 
referring to Mexican-Americans as 
“Hispanics,” a term she called 
“offensive,” because of its 
derivation from Spanish.
In contrast, the word Chicano or 
Chicana is a “proud, defiant 
alternative to the foreigners naming 
us.”
People who ask someone with 
obviously Indian features if she or 
he is Spanish, or who comment on 
how much they “love Spanish food” 
When they meet her, also make it 
“hard on communication,” she said.
Many older people who came here 
from Mexico have not liked the 
word Chicano; some thought it 
meant bastard; others were afraid 
of the boldness of the young people’s 
movement; still others were sure 
that eventually they would go home 
again and so preferred to be called 
“Mexicanos.”
I would like to believe that white women are potentially 
revolutionary, that seeing the absurdities used to 
justify violence against women they will see how they 
also apply to racism.’
She uses Chicana as a political 
word; it’s what women in the move­
ment name themselves. They view 
themselves as part of La Raza, a 
cause encompassing country, race, 
and land — the land of Aztlan which 
includes Texas, New Mexico, 
Colorado, California, Arizona, “the 
lands that belong to Mexico.”
Stereotypes of the Mexican 
woman as “docile, submissive, 
masochistic, fatalistic, and a whore” 
are based largely on the work of 
white male sociologists who rarely, 
if ever, interacted with women 
during their field projects.
It is also important, she said, to 
realize that Mexican history has 
been written by white men so there 
is much to be discovered and 
rewritten by Chicanas.
Focusing on the Enemy
At first the women’s movement in
the U.S. appeared characterized by , 
so much anger and hostility against 
men and did not appear relevant to. 
Chicanas. Although they were 
fighting sexism as well as racism, 
“we could focus on who the enemy 
was,” she said.
Mexican-American men and 
women are bound by deep cultural 
and emotional ties; together they 
are “fighting oppression as a 
colonized people of color,” and while 
they may differ tremendously on 
issues, she cannot conceive of 
dividing the movement.
Besides, Chicano men had never 
opposed equal pay for equal work; if 
the men liked the idea of home as a 
shelter and the woman as the 
person who helped keep it that way, 
the women were often eager to be 
there too — having usually worked 
in the fields since early childhood.
Chicanas also had reservations 
about the emphasis upon abortion in 
the women’s movement because of 
their fears of cultural genocide.
The double oppression of 
Chicanas as people of color and as 
women has made them “twice as 
strong, twice as firm in our con­
victions. We’re here and we’re here 
to stay.”
Still Hopeful
In spite of many disappointments, 
Ms. Lopez-Flores still has hope that 
white women and Chicanas can 
work together. “I would like to 
believe that white women are 
potentially revolutionary people,” 
that white women seeing the ab­
surdities which are used to justify 
violence against women will see how 
they also apply to racism.”
She went on to say that the only 
way that the dialogue between 
white women and women of color 
can be “sincere, and not just a 
token, is for white women to do 
homework, to find out about the 
history of this continent, to learn 
what we’re all about and what the 
contributions of Chicanas have 
been. That, for example, the first 
feminist on this continent was not 
Susan B. Anthony but Juana Inez de 
la Cruz, a poet and a nun.”
Raping the New World
Anna Caberro described the 
acculturation process of the Spanish 
conquest of Mexico. When the 
Spaniards arrived, there was an 
extremely advanced civilization 
with agricultural achievements
unknown in Europe, an advanced 
astronomy, and a more accurate 
calendar than the one in use today.
There were also hundreds of 
warring tribes which reflected a 
great variety of peoples and much 
cultural diversity. The Spaniards 
used the warring populations to kill 
each other in battle and then mated 
with the surviving women (for a 
long time there were no Spanish 
women in the country at all). In the 
process of “raping the New World,” 
they created a new race from what 
had definitely not been a 
homogeneous society.
This is a significant difference 
from the settlement of the U.S., she 
noted, where white people came in 
family groups, annihilated the 
natives, and populated the country 
with their own kind; and this dif-
(Continued on page 11)
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 profile
Rosemary and Howard Matson
Feminism: Hope for the Future
Rosemary and Howard Matson are unique in 
many ways.
They are unique in the scope of their past 
activities. In the vitality of their present en­
deavors. In the depth of their commitment to the 
future.
Theoretically, they are retired, but only, as 
Rosemary says, if “retired” means having the 
time to do the things they really want to do.
Howard is 74, Rosemary 63. Part of their 
uniqueness is their current role as a husband- 
and-wife team who are out trooping for a special 
blend of feminism and religion.
Their home in Carmel Valley is the hub of 
their individual writing, editing, and studying 
projects. They are also on the road a lot, speaking 
at churches and running workshops.
Not all of these engagements feature them 
together. On a recent trip to New York, 
Rosemary was presenting a report to the United 
Nations on the international women’s forum in 
Copenhagen in which she participated. 
Sometimes Howard, renowned as a “preacher 
with honesty, poetry, and humor,” is the special 
guest.
But much of the time they travel as an ef­
fective and engaging team, seeking to challenge 
and uproot “patriarchical vision.” The usual 
pattern is that Rosemary conducts a Saturday 
workshop on women’s issues, Howard occupies 
the pulpit Sunday morning, and Rosemary leads 
a Sunday evening service — or the two of them 
may share the latter, fielding questions and 
opening up discussion.
Howard’s sermon on such occasions is often 
based on an updating of Reinhold Niebuhr’s 
Moral Man and Immoral Society with a critique 
of the awesome dangers of confrontation in a 
nuclear age — a menace not conceived of in 
Niebuhr’s time.
In Howard’s view, however, there is a source 
of hope not apparent in Niebuhr’s time: the 
feminist movement, which he regards as a whole 
new approach to power, “a new dynamic which 
offers liberation to both women and men,” and 
which has the promise to dispell a “machismo­
laden world culture.”
How did he become such a strong feminist? 
Through 24 years of marriage to Rosemary, he 
says. They both place a high premium on con­
tinuing to grow along new and challenging lines, 
and on sharing their ideas and concerns with each 
other.
Rosemary brings a view exemplified by “The Ladies Sewing Circle 
and Terrorist Society” t-shirt she wears, making it clear that she is the same 
person who helped integrate a men ’s bar in Boston and caused a flurry in Berkeley 
with a burning of Biblical quotations derogatory toward women.
As a result their lives have been charac­
terized by an invigorating activism.
One almost experiences a sense of deja vu on 
reading of Howard’s first involvement in a picket 
line: a demonstration in 1927, when he was a 
college student, protesting the presence of U.S. 
Marines in Nicaragua.
As minister of the First Unitarian Church in 
San Francisco, he was instrumental in getting 
abortion counseling services available locally, 
and in having homosexuality reclassified by the 
S.F. mental health association as a “lifestyle” 
instead of a “mental illness,” an action taken well 
before that of the American Psychiatric 
Association.
He also supported the Indians during their 
occupation of Alcatraz and helped raise funds for 
them — a logical extension of his participation in 
the civil rights movement, including being in 
Selma, Montgomery, and other places in the 
South when it was dangerous to be there.
Since he is low-keyed about his work, it is 
necessary to consult the words of others to learn 
the extent of his help at times of need. He has 
been described as gentle and yet incredibly 
strong in his “commitment to social justice and 
human liberation;” as “eloquent, witty, and self- 
effacing” with a “gift for encouraging people to 
find their own lifestyle;” as someone devoted to 
the cause of those “who hurt, whether personally 
or politically.”
Rosemary and Howard Matson
Faced with mandatory retirement at age 65 
he started a second career in a ministry to the 
Migrant Farm Workers, a support movement for 
the UFW, and played a vital part in mobilizing 
needed backing for their cause.
Cesar Chavez has described him as having 
“worked hard, walked picket lines, talked with 
thousands of people, converted most of them, 
marched with us, gone to jail, hurt with us in 
times of sorrow, and rejoiced with us in times of 
victory.”
In addition, Chavez cites “a special quality 
that is very dear to the farm workers,” that may 
be the key to much of Howard’s work. It is that 
he “always respected our decisions, and our right 
to do things our way,” so that in many ways he 
came to “personify what it means to be a good
friend and supporter of a workers’ movement.”
Rosemary’s activities have been equally 
numerous and varied. She has helped to found, 
lead, and convene a wide range of groups, con­
vocations, conferences, and workshops on women 
and religion, working toward a new vision of 
faith. She has held paid professional posts within 
the Unitarian Universalist denomination, has 
been active in NOW and in support of the ERA.
With women such as Sally Gearhart, Carol 
Christ, Naomi Goldenberg, and Ann Bennett, she 
has participated in attempts to define a non- 
patriarchical theology. An informal authority on 
the works of her good friend May Sarton, she has 
written and edited multitudes of articles and 
pamphlets. She also was part of a project which 
revised the text of popular hymns into words 
which are not gender-specific, and helped 
prepare guidelines for non-sexist language in 
speeches, letters, news releases, and church 
bulletins.
To these she brings a verve exemplified by 
the “Ladies Sewing Circle and Terrorist Society” 
T-shirt in which she occasionally appears, making 
it clear that she is the same person who some 
years ago helped integrate a men’s bar in Boston 
and caused a flurry in Berkeley with a burning of 
Biblical quotations derogatory toward women.
How do these two distinct individuals manage 
to combine forces, maintain a home together, and 
still be autonomous?
According to Rosemary, “Our differences in 
temperament and ability complement each other. 
We are supportive of each other’s efforts and 
desires. We are both fairly social people who 
periodically need our time away from people, and 
even from each other. We respect each other’s 
need for privacy and solitude, and try to schedule 
it into our lives.”
Household tasks are shared on the basis of 
doing the things they like best or find easiest. 
Each helps the other on personal projects. Since 
Howard is the better typist, he types lists, index 
cards, and the labels for her mailings. She has 
proof-read the manuscript and designed the 
layout for his forthcoming book plus handled the 
business arrangements with the publisher and 
distributor.
Asked about the role of men in the women’s 
movement, Howard calls it “very difficult.” His 
goal is to be supportive without intruding, but 
after 50 years in the ministry it’s hard to keep 
from breaking in with answers whether they are 
needed or not.
“Sometimes I catch myself, but other times 
it’s only later that I realize how in a subtle way I 
was imposing a hierarchical approach to a 
subject.”
He acknowledges that he gets momentarily 
irritated when confronted about sexist behavior, 
but that he’s getting better at accepting criticism 
and making restitution when possible.
As an indication of change, he mentions his 
earlier book, The Fourth Wise Man, a collection 
of sermons, which he now finds almost impossible 
to read. He “can’t stand the language” with 
references to brotherhood and the use of 
masculine pronouns which a few years ago he 
could accept as generic terms. “I look upon this as 
growth,” he says.
Reporting that he is still struggling on these 
matters, he adds that he is enjoying the struggle. 
Making the effort worthwhile is the conviction 
that “the whole reservoir of the future resides in 
the women’s movement — it is the hope of the 
world.”
In line with this mutual conviction they 
continue to study, write, and speak out on issues. 
Attention at the moment is focused on Howard’s 
book, A Walk to the Village, an anecdotal journal, 
due out in July, which an advance reviewer 
describes as flowing in a delightfully non-linear 
style from such subjects as cat food to encounters 
with Eleanor Roosevelt.
Of concern to Rosemary is how to implement 
the insights derived from her experience in 
Copenhagen at the International Women’s 
Conference. “It expanded my consciousness to a 
global one. I learned more than I wanted to know 
about the oppression of women around the 
world.”
Another challenging experience may be on 
the horizon for her: she has been asked to lead a 
study tour to archeological sites in Greece and 
Crete whose theme will be “In Search of the 
Goddess.”
As the Matsons map their plans and discuss 
their relationship, they sometimes quote an apt 
definition of their life together: “Love is not 
gazing at each other, but looking outward in the 
same direction.” They exchange smiles, and head 
off for the next engagement.
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Film Series at Hartnell
(Continued from page 1)
played by women, both in the struggle 
against the Somoza regime in 
Nicaragua and in the reconstruction 
process which is changing that society 
in basic ways.
Women in Arms is the first major 
documentary filmed in Nicaragua after 
the overthrow of the Somoza dictator­
ship by the Sandinist National Libera­
tion Front.
Through women’s eyes the film 
focuses on a wide range of related 
topics, from the family to the revolu­
tionary mass organizations to the new 
Sandinist Popular Army.
The situation the documentary por­
trays suggests that Nicaragua’s battles 
against tyranny, underdevelopment, 
and machismo are relevant to both 
women and men in other countries as 
well.
Margarita Gurdian, Nicaraguan vice 
consule in Los Angeles, will speak 
afterwards.
Connie Field’s film about women 
workers during World War II, Rosie 
the Riveter, is scheduled to be shown 
July 10 with Ms. Fields set to speak 
after the movie.
Rosie was shown to a large and en­
thusiastic audience in Monterey on 
Mother’s Day.
The issues explored in the film which 
affected working women in the 1940s 
are still of vital concern today: to ob­
tain skilled and dignified work at a de­
cent rate of pay; to cope with occupa­
tional health and safety hazards; to 
have adequate child care; to create just 
domestic arrangements; and to try to 
overcome the effects, of racial 
discrimination.
Director Lee Grant (left) with actress Lila Kedrova (right).
The story is told by women them­
selves: five former “Rosies” recall 
their histories working in Detroit, Los 
Angeles, New York and San Francisco 
during the war. Their testimony is in­
terwoven with recruitment films, stills, 
posters, ads and music from the period 
which contrast the reality of their ex­
periences with the popular legend and 
mythology of Rosie the Riveter.
The series is scheduled to conclude 
with the film version of Tillie Olsen’s 
novel, Tell Me A Riddle, although a 
date in July has not yet been confirm­
ed. The organizers are trying to get Ms. 
Olsen to speak at the showing, but at 
press time did not have a confirmation.
Tell Me A Riddle is a profound 
study of one woman’s experience, 
crystallized and seen from the summit 
of her life, the last year.
Jennifer Stone, reviewing the movie 
in the May issue of the Berkeley Mon­
thly, said, “If you see only one picture 
this year, see this one. It is a work of 
art that will touch everyone at some 
level. Beyond race or ethnic group or 
national origin, these characters are all 
of us grown old, embittered and lost, 
still full of longing and finally capable 
of enlightened sorrow.”
Stone goes on to say, “Women 
created this film and it is what I’ve 
always imagined a ‘woman’s film’ to 
be: a film about the soul.”
The films and speakers will be 
presented at Hartnell College in 
Salinas, and all are free. Times for the 
presentations had not been set at press 
time, so watch for publicity and an­
nouncements.
Black and Chicana Women—
(Continued from page 9)
ference is important for un­
derstanding the whole spectrum of 
backgrounds represented in 
Chicano culture.
Reclaiming and rewriting 
Mexican history, now under way, 
suffers from the fact that, in the 
name of church, the Spanish 
destroyed most of the ancient 
temples and burned the extensive 
libraries in which documentation of 
the culture was stored.
Genocide, U.S. Style
The issue of forced sterilization, 
mentioned by the previous 
speakers, was explored in some 
depth by Ms. Caberro. She 
described it as “the major form of 
genocide perpetrated on people of 
color in the United States.”
Under state eugenic laws, the 
first of which was passed by Indiana 
in 1907 as a means of “eliminating 
the negative characteristics of a 
population,” more than 65,000 
people were forcibly sterilized.
The approach has now changed to 
“voluntary” sterilization which is 
practiced primarily on non-white 
women in non-private facilities, 
frequently as an aftermath of child­
birth, abortion, or other surgery.
Saying that frequently the in­
terests of white women and women 
of color are “diametrically opposed,” 
she cited the instance of litigation in 
Massachusetts where women of 
color wanted stricter controls on 
sterilization, and NOW entered the 
case on the other side to advocate 
fewer required delays in the 
procedures.
Women need to understand each 
other’s points of view, and the 
reasons for them, if we are to work 
together, she said. Because white 
women have not been involved in 
the everyday struggles of women of 
color, they are often not sensitive to 
the different perceptions the latter 
bring to situations. For example, 
white women tend to speak
disparagingly about someone being 
“only a secretary,” while for many 
Chicanas to be a secretary is a great 
and proud achievement.
“White women will have to begin 
to go the other way and not just try 
to ‘involve third world women’ in 
their activities,” Ms. Caberro 
stated.
Liberated for Years
As the panel members and 
audience discussed these points 
among themselves, a collage of 
concluding statements emerged. 
Among them were:
“Women of color have been 
liberated in their heads for years. 
They have been out there, com­
batting the dual problems of racism 
and sexism.”
“We have provided the labor to 
make the fat cats rich ... it was 
done with our sweat.”
“There are certain issues which 
we and white women could begin to 
explore, but we do resist getting 
involved in their organizations. 
Much will depend on the ability of 
Anglo women to take leadership 
from women of color.”
“The use of the term ‘minority’ is 
inaccurate. People of color are not a 
minority in our country or on planet 
earth.”
“We have millions of allies all over 
the world who know that if we 
achieve our aspirations, the forces 
which exploit and oppress them in 
their own countries will no longer 
exist.”
Transcripts of the forum may be 
available from the YWCA at a 
future date. I hope so because there 
is much valuable material not in­
cluded in this summary, and also 
because attendance at this out­
standing series has been relatively 
sparse. Perhaps Sunday afternoons 
are a difficult time for many people, 
or perhaps they need to be assured 
that everyone is indeed welcome at 
each event.
Congratulations
On New Format
Editor:
I am writing to congratulate you on 
the new newspaper format. It has been 
a pleasure to watch the progression of 
Demeter during the last several years. 
You should be very proud of the pro­
duct which has evolved.
Thank you for your hard work. It is 
appreciated.
Peggy Schmidt 
Pacific Grove
letters
Get On With Life
Editor:
Tey Roberts has a way of speaking 
for women her age that is very percep­
tive. Her easy style of writing, her 
ability to make clear, concise observa­
tions about her journey through her 
thirties and her reflections about her 
entry into her forties has many 
parallels of my own life.
The learning to cope and decision to 
go onward is indeed a revelation after 
years of inward reflection. It is time to 
get on with life. I am ready.
Judie Duenow 
Monterey
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women Speak Out
The woman’s movement rests not alone on 
her larger personality, with its tingling 
sense of revolt against injustice, but on the 
wide, deep sympathy of women for one 
another. It is a concerted movement, based 
on the recognition of a common evil and 
seeking a common good.
Charlotte Perkins Gilman
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